What’s eating you?

Using Next Generation Sequencing in Forensic Science

Upon death, a carcass is scavenged by many organisms including
vertebrates, insects and microbes. It is theorized that some microbes may
even release chemicals to influence the behavior of other organisms.
Current research shows how Next Generation technology will aid our
understanding of decomposition in may ways.
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Small package, Big Effect

Microbes have also been shown to influence the behavior of other species through chemical cues.
Burkepile et al. (2006) found that bacterial laden fish (fish left outside too long) repulsed crabs ) {
while Ma et al. (2012) found that a bacteria secreted from the salivary glands of a fly actually } i) l ;
attracted other flies. While Ma et al. (2012) was able to identify a compound that attracts flies and '
may come from the bacteria, further metabolomic and transcriptomic studies are needed to =7
illuminate which compounds are effecting scavenger behavior and under what conditions are they

produced.
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