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September 15, 2020

MRAC Bulletin

Today's meeting was once again held via webinar due to the continued restrictions
surrounding public meetings with regard to COVID-19,

Dr. Frisk opened the meeting, the Councilors present introduced themselves, he then went
over the day’s agenda. He also explained that Mr. John Maniscalco would be filling in for
Marine Bureau Director, James Gilmore, for today’s meeting as Mr. Gilmore is currently
working with Governor Cuomo’s office regarding the artificial reef program.

Ms. Stephanie Rekemeyer, NYSDEC's Public Participation Specialist, explained the technical
aspects of the meeting and the way in which it would be run.

Public Comments

Comments were solicited prior to the meeting from the public for non-agenda items.

Ms. Albrey Arrington reached out to us to help introduce fishersto a free and useful fishing

app:

My name is Albrey Arrington and | am a co-founder of Fish
Rules App. If you are not aware, Fish Rules App is a free
smartphone app that helps anglers understand recreational
fishing regulations. Presently, Fish Rules App includes
recreational saltwater fishing regulations for state and federal
waters from Maine to Texas, California, Hawaii, US Caribbean,
and The Bahamas. If you have never seen Fish Rules App, you
can download it for free from hitps://fishrulesapp.com/ or the
App Store or the Google Play Store.

Announcements

Mr. Maniscalco announced The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission {ASMFC) and Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council (MAFMC} have scheduled a series of public hearings to
gather public input on the ASMFC's Draft Addendum XXXH (PDF} and the MAFMC's Black Sea
8ass Commercial State Allocation Amendment. New York and Connecticut’s public hearing is
scheduled on Thursday, October 15 at 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. They hope to have a high
attendance rate because of the importance of this issue. Commercial fishing industry and other
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stakeholders are encouraged to provide input either by participating in the public hearing webinars or providing written
comment. For registration links, details for submitting comments, and additional information, visit MAFMC's website,

He continued by announcing DEC's Marine Permit Office is closed to walk-in customers until further notice. Please send all
applications by mail and contact the Marine Permit Office with questions or concerns by calling 631-444-0470 or

email MPO@dec.ny.gov. Should you need to take care of this in person, you will need to make an appointment. Be advised
you will be asked to wait outside, regardless of weather conditions.

The DEC would also appreciate if you could provide them with the most current, up-to-date contact information (hopefully an
email address) where they can reach you, email correspondence would be the most time efficient.

Ms. Nancy Solomon, Executive Director of LI Traditions wanted to share that her organization has developed a self-
guided, cell phone tour app. It gives you an insight to the South Shore’s maritime culture; you will hear stories from
people who have made their living on the waterfront, lifeguards, fishermen and boat huilders. She believes everyone
will find it interesting. You can find it on the Li Traditions website under “Travel Story App.”
hitps://longistandtraditions.org/

Approval of Minutes ~ July 14, 2020

Unfortunately, we did not have a quorum for the day’s meeting, so the vote will be postponed until November's
meeting. However, Dr. Frisk did poll the Councilors present, there were no corrections named.
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Mr. Maniscalco went over the preceding presentation from July’s Council meeting and wanted to let everyone know
what progress has been made and where things currently stand. NYDEC had received numerous survey responses which
have been compiled and presented to NOAA. Together they are working out a few problem areas but once that '
document is completed, it will be sent to the Governor’s office for approval. He hopes to have more information to
share in the next few weeks.



Circle Hooks
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offset hook where the point is pointed
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— ASMFC Special Report No, 77 {2003}
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Mr. Maniscalco added that there will be strict interpretation along the coast with two possible exemptions— 1)
Massachusetts and Maine have asked for the use of tooth and worm tackle and 2} Massachusetts has staked their party

and charter as exempt.
However, it remains to be seen whether the board will accept those exemptions.

Once the DEC hears back from ASMFC, normal rule making will begin, early winter 20/21 with the usual 90-day public
comment period to follow.

Councilor Witek asked if DEC’s Enforcement is comfortable with the wording “while fishing for Striped Bass” because
what happens when Enforcement comes upon someone they believe is fishing for Striped Bass but says, “Hey, I'm



fishing for Bluefish, leave me alone.” Mr. Maniscalco replied that this scenario has come up in discussion and it's
something they are taking into consideration. They are examining the use of various hook sizes as well as other options.

Councilor Dearborn wonders when the Council can expect to see the final plan. Mr. Maniscalco said it can be placed on
November’s agenda for discussion before it moves forward.

Commercial management of Commercial bluefish - slide 12
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Ms., Davidson stated there was approximately 100,000 Ibs. left from the 2020 allowance for Bluefish. The daily trip limit
is 140 lbs. per day. She said New York originally began with 287,000 Ibs. and unfortunately caught that very quickly but
luckily, New York then received two 50,000 ib. transfers, which is what we have to work with now. There has also been
requests at this time for an increase in the daily trip limit since the fall run of Bluefish will begin soon. Ms. Davidson
sought the Council’s advice on how they wouid like to see the fishery proceed. She referred to the chart above, weeks
22 and 23 specifically, the combined total caught for those 2 weeks amounted to what is basically left to fish through
December. So, should they increase the daily trip limit and then close the fishery or keep it status guo in the hopes of
spreading out the season? Discussion; what to do from now until Dec.

Councilor Lackner referred to lines 22 and 23 and wondered how much of that was caught in excess during that period.
Ms. Davidson said It closed when they hit 61,000 Ibs. Mr. Lackner believes this to be an anomaly; when you see, landing
ramp up so quickly, isn’t it easier to drastically slow things down and get caught up then to let it run over and especially
by so much? It's always the user group at the end of the year that gets hit the hardest and it’s especially true this year
because they were unable to fish at the beginning of the year due to COVID restrictions. Perhaps allocate 20-30,000 Ibs.
for the end of the year and consider what should be done for September/October, he thinks 140 Ibs. is too low,

He wants to keep a little for the end of the year but wonders what did last year show for the fall season. Is there any
wiggle room where they can raise the 140 lb. trip limit? We have six weeks left of the inshore season and based on the
number of quota left, he thinks the allowance can go up at least another 70 Ibs. per day. He does believe there is room
to increase the number. Most importantly, he doesn’t want to leave anything on the table.

Councilor Dearborn said that although she is on the recreational side and this is really a commercial issue, she feels that
Mr. Lackner made valid points and she agrees with his assessment to save 20,000 Ibs. for the final period. She also



believes there is room to increase the daily trip limit but would be interested in knowing what fast year’s fall season
shows before coming up with a figure,

Ms. Davidson asked Mr. Lackner what would be the numbers he recommends. Mr. Lackner replied that he would
change the figure to 210 Ibs. the beginning of September. Beginning in November, the number could be 500 Ibs. and

adjust accordingly.

Black sea bass

- ending w ZEand:‘_'
~more than. a possessmn §|m|t or tri ip Ismtt per specnes in any one calenda o
. day, except that, where a weekly imit or biweekly limit is spec ifically =
- authorized by. the department pursuant to subdivision (i} of this sect;on

- fisher authorized to take the weekly or-biweekly. limit shall not. possess 0
~land more tha WE Ey limit or weekly fimit in.

Ms. Davidson recalled that after several discussions with commercial fishermen back in 20186, the regulations were
amended ~ changes are noted in yellow. It was thought to be safer, economical and a more ecological approach to this
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fishery to have 2 license holders per vessel. While the DEC thinks this will be helpful to the fishery, they will be tracking
landings closely. Ms. Davidson welcomes comments from the Councilors regarding this.

Councilor Barrett said he has been approached by numerous fishers that do not agree in the concept that this is a good
idea. With prices that are already low because of COVID, allowing the extra fish to enter the market will only further
depress the price of the fish and they believe it wili also increase the opportunity to cheat and bring latent license
holders into the fishery. As the fluke season winds down, this will direct more fishers into the Black Sea Bass fishery. For
instance, if just 10 boats Jand 240 Ibs., the period quota will be eaten very quickly perhaps forcing a closure or a return
to the 50 Ib. trip limit. The same fishers have come up with a solution though, trip limits should be set at 140 Ibs. and
gradually raise the limit as is possible. This will give all fishers an opportunity to harvest the entire quota. Ms. Davidson
said the DEC does not believe having two people on a boat at the same time promotes overfishing.

Mr. Lackner agrees with Mr. Barrett’s statement and believes his points were valid. Along those lines, Mr. Lackner
wonders if Bluefish could be a candidate for a weekiy trip limit in the foreseeable future. Ms. Davidson said the problem
right now with Bluefish is that too many are being caught too fast and she would worry that with a weekly limit the
quota would be overharvested very quickly. Perhaps if the guota was larger, it would be something to consider. Mr.
Lackner believes the opposite to be true. By having a weekly trip limit, the amount of fish caught Is typically less than if
someone fishes every day especiafly when looking at such a low quota limit. It would definitely be more efficient for the
fishers when you consider the gas, time involved, etc, Ms. Davidson referred to a weekly scup program the DEC had, the
weekly limit was slightly less than if they had fished seven days a week and they had fishers that insisted on fishing every
day so they could catch the maximum number of fish. Mr. Lackner countered that while no fishing pfan will work
perfectly for everyone, there needs to be more diversity for the various user groups and for the DEC to not favor one
group over another, It could be as simple as you marry into a particular program and you stick with it. This would give
the freedom in allowing fishers to fish for different species on different days and they would be able to set up their week
accordingly. He believes this would be beneficial for many.

Ms. Nancy Solomon, Director of LI Traditions, is happy to see this change in the BSB regulations.

Ms. Bonnie Brady questioned if historical averages are used when creating management plans but Ms. Davidson said not
really. Many factors go into management plans but they don’t really rely on historical averages when making decisions.
For instance in winter months, because the fishers have to travel further off shore for their catch and the weather can
also be problematic, the DEC increases the daily catch limit in order to benefit the fishing community. Ms. Brady asked if
gear type was considered when changing the regulations and Ms. Davidson said it isn't. She added that only Federal
boats were submitting data prior to COVID so historical information cannot be used because it doesn’t encompass every
gear type or user group.

General Updates

John Maniscalco gave brief updates for items currently being worked on by the DEC.

Changes to Bluefish regulations - it had been determined that Bluefish were being overfished and restrictions needed
to be put in place; which is in the final phase of adoption. The new limits are as follows: recreational — 3 fish possession
limit for private anglers and a 5 fish possession limit for anglers fishing from for-hire vessels.

Multi state limit rule for Fluke - this concerns fishermen fishing for Fluke, particularly in the winter, if they had a license
to land in other states, they could be in possession of multiple states limits on board, there were a number of special
procedures (you had to apply to the program and you also had to call in to the system, as a way to limit the amount of
rule-breaking that might occur). That will be adopted in its final form sometime in the Fall.

Commercial Tautog tagging program - you can expect a final ruling over the next month or so. This program was
supposed to be implemented in last winter 2020 but had to be suspended because COVID hit and it was determined not
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to be safe to enact while pertaining to COVID guidelines. For more information, here is the link:
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/119819.html

There have been numerous discussions at MRAC meetings surrounding Whelk. The DEC will be moving forward with
proposed rules that include commercial size limit, reporting requirements, gear mark requirements and also that bait
bags be used when using horseshoe crabs for bait. It will go through the normal rule making process where folks will

have a chance to voice their opinions.

Proposing rules prohibiting shark species. This topic will be brought before MRAC when they have some points ironed
out. They are locking for a way to improve enforcement of the current rules.

2020 Meeting Calendar:

November 17" 2:00 p.m.

Please check the Council’s webpage immediately prior to each meeting for information as to how the meeting will be
conducted while the pandemic continues and social gathering restrictions are in place.
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For further information about the Marine Resources Advisory Council, past and present bulletins, as well as any
pertinent graphs, charts or data, please check the Council’'s web page: http://vou.stonybrook.edu/mrac/meetings/
Shoutd you wish to suggest an agenda topic, contact the Chairman, Mr.Michael Frisk, (Michael.frisk@stonybrook.edu);
phone 631 632-8656; Staff Assistant, Kim Knoll (kim.knoll@stonybrook.edu).




