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ABSTRACT

Where does all that nitrogen and phosphorus ultimately come from? Most of it is from our food,
and therefore from agricultural fertilizer. Their production is also linked to nonrenewable resources such
as sulfur and energy. Global and national trends in nitrogen and phosphorus production and consumption
are examined in comparison with identified resources in order to understand the sustainability of those
resources. The tool of substance flow analysis (SFA) is used understand the relationships among the
resources and their uses, and to identify places in the biogeochemical cycles that provide opportunities for
conservation and recycling.
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