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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

To:   Groundwater Advisory Council   

From:   H. Bokuniewicz   

Re:   Minutes of the meeting of 28 February, 2005   

Date:   March 10, 2005   

 

 

PRESENT     REGRETS  

 

N. Bartilucci     M. Alarcon  

H. Bokuniewicz    D. Irwin  

S. Jones     L. Koppelman  

B. Nemickas     R. Liebe  

D. Paquette     R. Mazza  

S. Robbins     G. Proios  

W. Spitz     K. Roberts  

K. Willis  

      

1. The minutes of the last meeting had been amended.  The twelve wells in Nassau 

County in which perchlorate had been detected were over 400 feet deep.  S. Robbins 

had additional corrections.  The revised minutes will be available at the next meeting.  

Steve Colabufo will be routinely invited from the Water Authority.     

 

2. It is hoped that the Suffolk County Comprehensive Study can be started by 1 April, 

2005.  One of the first steps will be to review the SWAP input and results with the 

water purveyors.  There seem to be some errors in well locations and depths.  A 

steering committee will be set up in April.   

 

3. For the Groundwater Clearinghouse, we are preparing an EXCEL form for reporting 

pumpage data to the DEC electronically.  It seems straightforward but we need to be 

sure it’s user-friendly.  I had been working with the Greenlawn Water District on a 

test case.  When we have the next set of changes made, we’ll try to meet with Nick 

Bartilucci and, perhaps, people from the Jericho Water District for advice.   

 

4. The EPA has “announced” a limit for perchlorate of 24.5 ppb based on the recent 

report from the National Research Council (NRC).  This number apparently assumes 

that water provides the total exposure to perchlorate.  Since it has been found in other 

consumables, the MCL, when it is established, will likely be lower 5 ppb?  Congress 

intends to direct the EPA to set up a standard to take it off the “candidate 

contaminant” list and put it on a fast track, but there is no time limit prescribed.  We 

might expect an EPA decision by 2008 but NYS can set its own standards earlier than 

that. 
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5. a. I’ll meet later in March with Tom Williams and others from the Cornell   

Cooperative Extensive for a workshop/seminar on turf management.  This had 

been tentatively set for 10 June and the facility at BNL is available for that date.  

 

b. The Pine Barrens Research Forum will be held, as usual, on the first Thursday in 

June at BNL.  We were considering a focus on land-use changes but, in the face 

of declining attendance, it was suggested that a more diverse meeting would be 

more attractive.  It seems that some of the most successful meetings were those 

that were not narrowly focused but covered a wide variety of topics.  Protected 

lands comprise only 37,000 of the 100,000 acres and, of course, there are many 

other issues such as those having to do with the large agricultural areas in the 

Pine Barrens, NPS contamination, surface water contaminating etc. I will bring 

this up to the organizing committee and we may try to seek advice at the Pine 

Barrens Technical Advisory Committee meeting on 12 April. 

   

c. The USGS annual symposium will be in Troy in 2005, but back here on Long 

Island in 2006.  The one held at BNL was better attended than the previous one 

in Queens.  We’ll start planning in the fall for a one-day spring meeting.   

 

6. Tricarbon (an antibacterial agent) has been in the news lately.  It seems that methods 

have just been developed at Johns Hopkins for detecting it and it has been found in 

surface water.  It is similar to Triclosan which is more easily detected.  There’s no 

indication that it’s a threat to groundwater.    

 

7. The SCWA is pursuing a lawsuit on MTBE.  Anthony Brown, a national consultant, 

will be doing a characterization on Long Island.  He will review the modeling and 

explore how those results translate into MTBE impacts and the cost of remediation.  

Paul Granger (Plainview Water District) is pursuing a separate lawsuit (with a 

different law firm).     

 

Groundwater is NY State water but in order for the State to join any lawsuit they 

would have to charge the MTBE manufacturers with trespass but, without actual 

damages, this route seems unlikely.  The SCWA lawsuit is based on trespass because 

the MTBE is approaching supply wells and, in that case, remediation will be 

necessary.  In such cases, it seems that large, national companies have little incentive 

to settle because it would set a precedent that could be widely applied.  Individual gas 

stations, however, may be more willing to settle in order to close the issue.   

 

The National Groundwater Association (NGA) is having a meeting on 26 May 

concerning perchlorate and MTBE.   

 

8. The workshop on maintaining and updating LI’s groundwater model framework was 

discussed.  We’re scheduled for a one-day session at the Marine Sciences Research 

Center on 23 May.  The basic hydrogeologic data is from the USGS’s Hydrologic 

Atlas which is eight years old.  It was modified by CDM and also, internally, by Jack 

Monti and Paul Misut of the USGS.  Ron Busciolano maintains a data base on 

hydraulic gradients.  As a preliminary to the workshop, we will try to compare the 

current USGS and CDM “atlas” layers as shape files.  H.B. will set up a meeting to 

try this.  The format is difficult because updating such a complicated system must be 

done in detail.  Perhaps the best we can do at a first workshop is to set the stage and 
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develop some recommendations for future tactics.  A series of panels might be 

appropriate to encourage discussion.  A tentative agenda might be:   

 

a. Overview (Paul Ponturo and Sy Robbins)  

 

b. Setting the stage:  geographic scope and geologic framework 

(Rich Bova (?), Frank Mancini)  

 

c. Boundary Conditions and calibrations  

 

d. The problem of dealing with various input/output formats 

  

e. Special issues:  dispersion.  The BNL Tritium study.   

 

We need to coordinate with CDM and the LI GIS users’ group.  The SCWA is now 

working on a Montauk model for the saltwater/freshwater interface.  In addition, the 

USGS has restarted their monitoring program in Nassau County.  

 

The issue of water supply might be best addressed separately.  The DEC get pumpage 

records from (some?) golf course wells.  Pumpage probably isn’t very large for the 

golf course but it does add a seasonal stress.  Agricultural wells, however, are only 

tracked if they were installed after 1993.  The Cornell Cooperative Extension had 

made some estimates based on acreage, crop type and weather but the agricultural 

community resists reporting for fear of taxation.   

 

9. The next meeting will be on Monday, April 4, 2005 at the offices of Dvirka and 

Bartilucci in Woodbury.    
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