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MEMORANDUM 
 
To:   Groundwater Advisory Council   
From:   H. Bokuniewicz   
Re:   Minutes of the meeting of 11 February 2013  
Date:     February 12, 2013  
 
PRESENT:     REGRETS:  
 
N. Bartilucci     Everyone else  
H. Bokuniewicz      
M. Nofi       
K. Roberts      
      
   

1. Attendance was sparse because of the record-breaking snowstorm of 8-9 February, 2013.  
The Long Island Expressway was still closed in sections on Monday morning and many 
roads to the east were impossible.  

 
2. Minutes of the last meeting were just sent out on 10 February (sorry).  We will consider 

comments at the next meeting (11 March).  
 

3. The agenda for this meeting was changed since the preliminary one was sent out.  It now 
included the following topics  
 
• DEC Pesticide Report  
• SBU/BNL Sandy Proposal  
• Plans for Salt-Water Intrusion Symposium in the Fall  
• Hydrogeology MS Program   
• Permeable reactive barriers  
• LI Geologist meeting – Saturday, 13 April 2013  

 
4. The DEC “Long Island Pesticide Use Management Plan” has been publically posted at  

<http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/draftstrategy.pdf>.  Vinny Palmer has 
retired but a TAC meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday 13 February at the DEC 
offices on the Stony Brook University campus.  Stakeholders meetings are scheduled for 
25 February in Riverhead and 26 February in Bethpage.  Public meetings are scheduled 
for 3 and 4 April 2013.  The public-comments period closed sometime in May.  

 
The report contains a lot of good information but it has been criticized by public interest 
groups for not doing enough to curtail pesticide use especially of imidacloprid, metalaxyl 
and atrazine.  The Plan would create a Technical Review and Advisory Committee to 
consider impacts of generic active ingredients and provide information to the DEC.  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/draftstrategy.pdf�
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5. The Soil and Water Conservation districts of Nassau and Suffolk counties intend to 

establish a Long Island Water Quality Coordinating Committee.  They plan to meet on 7 
March at the Cornell Cooperative Extension offices in Riverhead.  Every county was 
expected to have such a committee.  The establishment of a LI committee is especially 
timely given the pesticide report mentioned above.  They promise that this “will not be 
just another committee”.  

 
6. Stony Brook University and Brookhaven National Laboratory are proposing an Institute 

for Coastal Weather Hazards and Mitigation for state funding.  Federal funds are targeted 
money provided to NYS for relief from the impacts of Hurricane Sandy.  $20 million is 
being requested.  The School of Marine and Atmospheric Sciences (SoMAS) is taking the 
lead for the University and Michael Jennen and Reinhold Mann for BNL.  

 
The Groundwater Institute is named in this proposal and groundwater issues are 
mentioned (very briefly) as part of the proposed, new institute’s mission.  During Sandy 
some parts of the water-table aquifer was contaminated and a few, shallow-well fields 
were flooded.  These wells were shut down due to high levels of chlorides but later ran-
to-waste to restore potable water.  The process took a month or so.  The USGS is also 
specified as a collaborating agency along with the National Weather Service, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the National Park Service and others.  

 
7. I am still planning a “saltwater intrusion” symposium in the fall.  The Institute’s faculty 

has made several suggestions for speakers from other states and Europe.  These can be 
considered if funding can be found.  I will try to distill the suggestions and 
recommendations (and put a price tag on it) for the next meeting.  

 
8. Some progress has been made on revamping the Hydrogeology MS program.  A revised 

program description includes a substantial number of on-line courses including required 
courses.  A project or thesis will be required.  When revisions are complete, the proposed 
program will have to be approved both here at Stony Brook and by SUNY-Central in 
Albany.  

 
9. There is interest in permeable reactive barriers for the passive, remediation of plumes of 

groundwater nitrate.  These are buried barriers of saw dust or some other material that 
provide a source of carbon to drive down levels of dissolved oxygen and fuel 
denitrification.  They have been successful but are small-scale solutions.  

 
10. The Long Island Geology Conference will be held at Stony Brook University on Saturday 

13 April 2013.  
 

11. The next meeting will be on Monday, 11 March at the offices of the SCWA in Oakdale.  
 
 
HB/ed 
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