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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:     Groundwater Advisory Council  

From:   H. Bokuniewicz  

Concerning:  Minutes of the meeting of 19 May 2003  

Date:   June 30, 2003   

 

 

PRESENT       REGRETS  

 

N. Bartilucci       S. Jones  

H. Bokuniewicz      L. Koppelman  

J. Milazzo       G. Proios   

J. Naidu       W. Prospect   

B. Nemickas       K. Roberts  

M. Nofi       K. Willis  

D. Paquette  

P. Ramirez  

W. Spitz  

 

 

1. The minutes of the last meeting were distributed.  I will ask Kevin Willis especially 

to review his section.  All were invited to send comments and revisions. 

 

2. This will be the last meeting before September 2003.  I have to see my class schedule 

before I can set dates in the fall but will do that as soon as possible. 

 

3. The Groundwater Symposium will be held on 6 June.  Doug (and Bruno) will be out 

of town but Jan Naidu and Drew Bennett will handle arrangements at BNL. 

 

4. I have been working with Joe Haas at the DEC to set up an MTBE-remediation 

training session.  A trial format is being developed and the workshop is scheduled to 

be held in December.  If successful, will be repeated in other places, and perhaps, 

made available electronically on the World Wide Web.   

 

5. Various “cap trackers” have raised the issue of water caps with regards to future 

development.  An examination of water use in Nassau County over the last 20 years 

shows that pumpage has been fairly constant since 1985 presumably due to the state 

ordinance for upgrading plumbing fixtures and the water caps to promote 

conservation.  Base load actually goes down in January usage even though the actual 

numbers of households probably went up.  In the last three or four years there seems 

to be an upward trend.  This seems to be due to lawn watering, the trend is strong 

during the summer months (MJJAS) while the base load for the other seven months 

has been relatively stable.  This trend may be in part because precipitation has been 

low (until recently) and there have been many more do-it-yourself sprinkling systems 

and the installation of commercial systems on smaller and smaller lots.  In Jericho, 

six or seven wells are adequate in January and February but 22 are not enough.  (A 
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recent modeling exercise for a contaminant plume study in Tiana Bay had to add 17 

inches recharge to the normal 22-inches to account for homeowner water usages).  It 

may be that the base load has also been going up slightly but the suggestion is that 

this is due to the extension of the lawn-watering season later into May and into 

October.  This upward trend, in addition, does not include large systems that may be 

supplied by their own well (wells pumping less then 45 gal/day are unreported).  The 

increase is probably not “pool-filling” (many pools stay filled year-round) or car 

washing.     

 

Public misconceptions include:  the need to water every day and that you can’t water 

in the evening because of fungus.  Fungicides are expensive.  Actually, it may be 

better to water in the evening because of the noise.  Nassau County has had the 

odd/even watering days since the 1950’s, when water transmission was a problem, 

and no watering between 10 and 4.  But these measures are not truly conservation 

unless associated with rainfall.  Moisture sensors, even if they work, require the 

individual to respond, and there is little incentive since water is so cheap.  Perhaps, a 

daily posting in the newspapers based on the actual rainfall would work but even that 

may not be enforceable.   

 

The water companies are sometimes taken to task for “promoting” development but 

they by law cannot deny water in their jurisdiction.  Part of the problem is cultural.  

The conservation message has been sent out many times but doesn’t seem to get 

across.  For example, people insist on Kentucky Blue Grass for sod even though it 

has a shallow root system that requires a great deal of water and fertilizer.  In other 

places, more suitable grasses are used for sod.     

 

We might consider a press release (Joe Pokorny, Comprehensive Planning 

Committee) to say “water usage is going down per household but, guess what, total 

pumpage has increased because of lawn watering”.  Bill O’Brien in the DEC did the 

graphics.  SWAP (Mary Ann at CDM) has all the pumpage data.   

 

6. Ron Entinger has sent out an email about the SWAP results but they don’t offer to 

provide the maps or the data.  The water suppliers have seen the draft maps.  There 

remains the question of how purveyors can use the SWAP results especially in 

Nassau where potential contaminant sources are in other service areas.  More 

legislation isn’t necessarily the answer since the entire LI aquifer is already reserved 

for the best and highest use:  drinking water.  Every well has the potential to be 

contaminated but as a practical matter, the potential sources may not actually be 

impacting the ground water and, if they are, contaminant plumes tend to be narrowly 

confined and not necessarily impacting supply wells.     

 

One good thing that SWAP did was to assemble additional data and update the 

models for each county.   

 

7. Jennie Munster (the graduate student working on the nitrate project) was given an 

award at the NY AWWA meeting.  That group wants to reach out to more students 

and it was suggested that I contact Walter Saukin at Manhattan College 

(wsaukin@manhattan.edu); he is associated with the Water Environment Association 

(wastewater), which has chapters in many schools.   
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8. Sara Meyland has approached the water utilities to pay for the USGS to do 

monitoring in Nassau County.  Monitoring used to be funded at a level of $120,000 

by the DEC (just for the L.I. USGS office).  In Suffolk County the program ran 

$500,000 with a 50/50 state/federal match.  (These days the matches are more like 

80/20).  If it would be useful, the Institute could be used as a pass-thru mechanism.  
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