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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:     Groundwater Advisory Council  

From:   H. Bokuniewicz  

Concerning:  Minutes of the meeting of 21 October 2002  

Date:   October 22, 2002  

 

 

PRESENT      REGRETS  

 

N. Bartilucci     T. Green   

H. Bokuniewicz     S. Jones  

J. Milazzo      L. Koppelman  

B. Nemickas     V. Minei  

M. Nofi       D. Paquette  

W. Prospect      G. Proios  

P. Ramirez      B. Spitz  

S. Robbins  

K. Roberts  

 

1. Sy Robbins provided corrections to the minutes of the last meeting.  They will be 

revised and a new copy is attached.   

 

2. The white paper Sy prepared on detergents has been provided to the SWAP for use in 

the section on “Emerging Issues”.  Although detergents are not a problem in Nassau 

County, CDM has prepared a section on PCP and pharmaceuticals.     

 

3. Nassau County Department of Health Services has recently lost 35 people; 16 of 

those in the Environmental Branch.  Pat Ramirez has been moved to “Article Eleven” 

(Bulk Storage and Toxic Materials) because two engineers there had retired.  Susan 

King is now Acting Director and has reorganized the Bureau of Environmental 

Protection; the Operational Unit is headed by Peter Yatzula (?).  Pat is back in the 

Engineering Unit, which now also includes “Article Eleven” (this is like Article 

Twelve in Suffolk).   

 

We’ll get a new organization chart as soon as it’s available.   

 

PAT:  Where do David Fitzgerald and Mike Secretia (?) fit in? 

 

 

 

4. The model “clearinghouse” was discussed.  The DEC is requiring modeling to be 

done on more projects to explore project-specific impacts like saltwater intrusion, 

landfill leachate or impacts of the Peconic River, however, outside of CDM, the 

models are not practically accessible.  The county versions have been superceded by 

revisions that they do not have and, if they have the subregionals, they do not have 

the staff or equipment to use them.  Apparently, no one in Nassau Public Works is 
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now trained in their use and, even when staff was available, it took six months to get 

results.  In addition, conditions are dynamic and constantly changing especially with 

respect to contamination and land use.  A central clearing house is needed, as we 

have discussed, to house and maintain the data framework (independent of the 

model) and the model code itself.  This would be the DYNFLOW County models, 

the sixteen “subregionals”, and MODFLOW versions.  The models were funded with 

public money and should be accessible.  A “clearinghouse” might also provide 

training.  At the modeling workshop two years ago there was concern about the 

multiplicity of models being used and inefficiencies due to duplications of efforts. 

 

There have been two obstacles:  actually getting the code and staffing a facility to 

handle it.  The facility would probably cost $300,000 in the first year and 

$120,000/yr subsequently.  It could be established at the University or cooperatively 

with the USGS or within the USGS, whatever arrangements meet the needs.  We will 

try to raise that issue with Ron Entinger during the SWAP meetings this week.   

 

5. Lloyd Aquifer in Queens.  Don Cohen (Malcolm Pernie, 718-397-2380) and Bill 

Yulinsky (NYCDEP 718-595-5272) are considering using the Lloyd for Aquifer 

Storage and Recovery (ASR).  In the confined aquifer “excess” water could be stored 

by pushing the salt water-freshwater interface out and the stored water later used 

during droughts.  ASR is done in California, New Jersey and elsewhere.  They hope 

to do pilot tests with one injection well and ten monitoring wells.   

 

Previous experience at Bay Park using teriary-treated effluent was unsuccessful.  The 

water had to be de-aerated and there were physical problems with the rearrangement 

of aquifer material (grain size) leading to clogging.  In addition, the ambience 

standards for injection water exceed those for drinking water.  There is significant 

public opposition in Queens against the use of groundwater because of fears of 

contamination.  De-salinating brackish groundwater may prove to be a more practical 

solution.   

 

We will try to get Don to meet with us at a future meeting. 

 

 

6. Henry Bokuniewicz will contact Peter Wokosky in the Nassau County Department of 

Public Works about joining us.  The Department is officially a member of this 

council.   

 

 

7. Nassau County has had CDM prepare a water quality plan and the last 

comprehensive water management plan in Suffolk was done by Dvirka and Bartilucci 

in 1986.  After Legislator Bishop’s hearing in July, there is interest in revising the 

plan for Suffolk County.  It would require the legislature to pass a resolution to allow 

SCDHS to issue an RFP, but there is some interest in the county legislature in getting 

this done.   

 

8. Sy Robbins and Marty Trent have prepared a report on golf courses, which will be 

available soon, based on the work done under the DEC pesticide study.  The numbers 

are relatively low for golf courses; agricultural land seems to be more of a problem.  

A separate report on agricultural land is being prepared.   
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9. We would like an update on the State Superfund/Brownfield’s program.  Superfund 

has no money and all remediation have stopped.  Under the “voluntary program” on-

site clean up may be fine but off-site plumes are neglected.  In one case, a 

contaminant plume off-site was intercepted by irrigation wells installed by the local 

school district.  New legislation is being introduced by Senator Marcellino.  We 

might also check with Mike Derring in Senator DiNapoli’s office.  Perhaps someone 

in the Stony Brook DEC office could address this topic.   

 

10. Next meeting will be on Monday 18 November at the Oakdale office of the Suffolk 

County Water Authority.   
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