
Page:  1 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:   Groundwater Advisory Council   

From:   H. Bokuniewicz   

Re:   Minutes of the meeting of 16 January 2007        

Date:   January 17, 2007      

      

PRESENT     REGRETS  

 

R. Alvey     M. Alarcon  

N. Bartilucci      S. Jones   

H. Bokuniewicz    L. Koppelman 

S. Colabufo     R. Liebe  

M. Nofi     R. Mazza  

D. Paquette     B. Nemickas  

K. Roberts      G. Proios   

W. Spitz      S. Robbins  

K. Wenz     S. Terracciano  

        

 

1. The minutes of our last meeting had been distributed earlier.  There were no 

comments at this time.  

 

2. The draft agenda for the Groundwater Symposium (6 June, BNL) was distributed.  

We have a good mix of USGS and non-USGS speakers and a few slots open.  Nick 

Bartilucci, Paul Granger and Dennis Kelleher have made suggestions for 

presentations on MTBE that will be incorporated.  I might also try to contact 

someone at Waterloo; but have not yet been able to find someone from the 

USGS/NAWQA study to address LI specific results.  

 

The proposed agenda is a tight one.  It’ll need a strong moderator.  (Did Doug 

Paquette volunteer?)  We should also consider having some sort of recognition for 

Bruno Nemickas (and Sy Robbins) who will be retiring soon.   

  

3. Before this meeting, George Proios inquired whether anything was being done for 

Water Week other than the water-tasting contest.  The DEC does send out posters but 

we do not have anything else planned, although recently there has been some interest 

from Briarcliff College to revive the poster contest.  

 

Ken Wenz discussed the opportunity for education outreach in schools.  He showed 

the aquifer model he uses in volunteer presentations in schools, primarily to 5th and 

6th graders; it is relevant to the 5th Grade curriculum.  He spoke enthusiastically about 

the interaction.  From experience, the program could be given to classes anywhere 

from the 3rd to 9th grades, although I have given presentations to 12th graders and the 

simulator was used recently in a college course at C.W. Post.  Although he had only 

been able to handle a few schools, his presentation reached hundreds of students.  

Donna Mancuso, who is running a similar program, perhaps half-time, reaches 

thousands of students in Suffolk County, but Nassau is largely untapped.   
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The simulator attracts a good deal of attention.  Doug Paquette has used it during 

Earth Day at BNL and it had attracted a great deal of interest.  Although the VEEP 

program has not been active in years, there are still several people at BNL who would 

be re-involved with educational programs.  

 

I will meet with educators from the LI Science Supervisor Association and, at least 

make them aware of the resources that are available, like the SCWA CD.  We 

(LIGRI) might consider an effort to train presenters from the Nassau water districts to 

sponsor presentations in schools in their districts.  The Jericho Water District is the 

only district in Nassau that has its own Water Conservation Specialist, Jane Barbado.  

I will also try to contract her for her advice.  

 

4. The Nature Conservancy is holding a workshop to develop monitoring to determine 

the “health of wetlands” on 16 and 17 February.  They seem to be mostly focused on 

ecological quality.  We will get Frank Mancini from SCWA invited (and anyone else 

who might be interested).  Gil Hanson also has a student beginning a study of coastal 

ponds who may want to attend.  It was pointed out that there was a wetlands 

conference ten or fifteen years ago and by their nature, wetlands are adaptable and 

change to new conditions.  It may be difficult to decide which changes might be 

inherently good or bad.   

 

5. Various ongoing projects were discussed briefly.  There is a new, proposed state 

standard for perchlorate (as well as metals).  Jennie Munster is completing her work 

on non-point sources of perchlorate.  She will be making a presentation titled 

“Nonpoint sources of perchlorate in groundwater of urban area” at the Geological 

Society of America conference in Durham, New Hampshire on 13 March, 2007.  She 

has some 223 samples (63 rainwater samples, 70 soil-water samples, 40 soil extracts 

and 50 turf-grass extracts) and will be traveling to Dr. Andrew Jackson’s lab at Texas 

Tech University to complete the analyses.   

 

Dr. Cochran, Aaron Beck, Ruth Coffey and John Rapaglia have completed a study of 

groundwater input to Jamaica Bay using naturally-occurring radium as a tracer.  This 

research was supported by NY Sea Grant.  They are engaged in a similar study of 

Great South Bay.  Suffolk County is interested in submarine groundwater discharge 

as a possible source of MTBE to the Carmen’s River.  A study is also underway at 

Stony Brook University to evaluate groundwater from development as a source of 

nutrient pollution to the Forge River.  Bruce Brownawell has a chemistry student 

(Sean Fisher) and Anne Cooper-Ellison looking at possible tracers of septic effluent 

like caffeine, whitening agents and nanophenols as a signature for septic sources to 

the Forge River.   

 

The U.S. Geological Survey (Woods Hole, MA) has submitted a proposal to study 

the groundwater input to Manhasset Bay and Huntington Harbor.  This would be 

done using geochemical tracers as well as direct measurement.  The Groundwater 

Institute is listed as a cooperating member.  Funding is being sought from the LIS 

Study “Dissolved oxygen environmental benefit fund”.  

 

Bruce Brownawell has a proposal into the National Science Foundation for the study 

of estrogen and pharmaceuticals from septic systems.  He plans to do this at the same 

site he used at Cape Cod for an earlier study.  He would use C13 as a tracer. 
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6. With Sy retiring (for real), I’ll invite Marty Trent to join us if he has time.  We 

believe that he took over the Suffolk County Comprehensive Study.  

 

7. Because of my class schedule, we’ll skip a February meeting and next meet on 12 

March and, then 30 April.  (The Tuesday after Memorial Day is a possibility but 

maybe not a good choice and we’re getting close to the date of the Groundwater 

Symposium).  
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