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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:   Groundwater Advisory Council   

From:   H. Bokuniewicz   

Re:   Minutes of the meeting of 19 November 2007           

Date:   December 2, 2007           

      

PRESENT     REGRETS  

 

 

R. Alvey     M. Alarcon  

N. Bartilucci     L. Koppelman  

H. Bokuniewicz    R. Liebe  

S. Colabufo     R. Mazza  

S. Jones     M. Nofi  

J. Milazzo     A. Rapiejko    

D. Paquette  

K. Paulsen  

G. Proios  

K. Roberts      

W. Spitz          

S. Terracciano  

M. Trent  

K. Willis               

 

1. The minutes from the last meeting were distributed.  There were no comments at this 

time.   

 

2. The DEC Commissioner denied the use of the Lloyd in Northport as requested by the 

SCWA.  Specifically, he found that this site did not meet the criteria of a coastal 

community and that the SCWA did not meet the test for a hardship exception.  The 

decision explicitly identifies the construction of pipelines and treatment as viable 

options of manageable costs.  Both these options are somewhat “harder” than the 

proposed Lloyd well and incur other, hidden costs, in terms of disruption to the 

environment and, for treatment, truck traffic and waste disposal.  The process took 

about 5 years to complete.  

 

The USGS is proceeding to better characterize the entire geohydrologic framework 

on Long Island.  The Lloyd on the North Shore may be the more poorly understood 

component.  The Lloyd is also included in the Suffolk County Comprehensive Water 

Resources Study.  Nevertheless, additional specific studies of the Lloyd would be 

appropriate.   
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The aquifer-recharge project in NYC is now (still) being handled by CDM.  Wells in 

Brooklyn and Queens are being considered as emergency sources of water for the 

city and an aquifer-recharge project may be pursued in Staten Island in 2011.  

 

3. Kim Paulsen is the coordinator of the Peconic Estuary Program in the Suffolk County 

Department of Health Services.  She addressed the Council on the role of pesticides 

in groundwater affecting submerged aquatic vegetation in Peconic Bay.  Many 

pesticides are systemic (absorbed through the roots) so that groundwater with 

pesticide contamination seeping across the floor has the potential to affect submerged 

aquatic vegetation.  In Northeast Harbor (2002), the limited extent of eel grass beds 

seems to be associated with development on land.  Other field investigations were 

done in Brushes Creek (Laurel Avenue) on Flanders Bay where eel grass beds are 

now completely absent.  The EPA has specifically identified Alachlor RED, 

Metocachlor RED and Dichlobenil RED as potential threats to submerged aquatic 

vegetation.  Synergistic effects have not been addressed but remain a concern.     

 

The Suffolk County Department of Health Services has been testing for pesticides in 

monitoring wells since 1996 and providing annual report.  Eighty out of 120 different 

pesticides have been detected in groundwater on Long Island (47 percent compounds, 

29 pesticide degradate, one inert DEHP and three pesticide impurities).  Long-term 

trends are decreasing for many of the older, banner pesticides.  Aldicarb levels, for 

example, were above 500 ppb in 1980 but were generally below about 30 in 2002.  

Some are found at concentrations as high as 100 ppb, which is above the drinking 

water standard for combined organics.  Pesticides had been heavily used specifically 

for the potato crops in the 1970’s and 1980’s but now specialty crops require a 

broader range of pesticides.  Pesticides are not just contributed by agriculture, but 

also in the control of the Asian Longhorned Beetle, home applications and other 

sources.  Eel grass doesn’t exist west of Southold in the Peconics but the study may 

help to identify areas where restoration may be possible.  Laboratory tests on plant 

exposures are being considered.  The program was recently expanded to include 

stream water quality.       

 

Pesticide registration includes consideration of ecological impacts but MCL’s are set 

based on human health impacts.  It was pointed out that another relevant study may 

include that of an eel grass study being done by the Corps of Engineers in Great 

South Bay.  In 2008, a contract extension will include funds for studies in the Forge 

River and West Neck Bay.     

 

4. The EPA ORD headquarters is generally responsible for the viability of new 

techniques and equipment.  They are now paring down groundwater contaminant 

research, specifically the Oklahoma Lab, in favor of research into global warming 

and biofuels.  Although groundwater related research will continue, technical support 

for ongoing studies will be limited.  On Long Island, for example, a proposal to study 

dry wells at parking lots in Nassau County could be affected.  The USGS did studies 

in Texas on the nationwide effects of painting and sealants in parking lots on water 

quality.     

 

5. The Lake Ronkonkoma Task Force met recently including the Suffolk County 

Department of Public Works and the three towns with flooding issues in Lake 

Ronkonkoma.  H2M is working on a remediation plan for Smithtown; the last H2M 

study dated to around 1980.    
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6. The USGS will be putting out a new web portal to access both USGS and EPA data.  

Both agencies have agreed to share data.  The EPA continues to provide the STORET 

data base, updated in 2002.  Dwayne Young (EPA) and Nate Booth (USGS) are 

involved with this continuing effort, although not all data has been collected for 

inclusion in STORET.  There is concern about the QA/QC of data available.   

 

7. The next meeting will be on 17 December at the Offices of Dvirka and Bartilucci in 

Woodbury, 9:30 – 11:00 AM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HB/ed 

GWminutesnovember2007.doc  


