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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:   Groundwater Advisory Council   

From:   H. Bokuniewicz   

Re:   Minutes of the meeting of 17 September 2007         

Date:   September 24, 2007         

      

PRESENT     REGRETS  

 

R. Alvey     M. Alarcon  

N. Bartilucci     L. Koppelman  

H. Bokuniewicz    R. Liebe  

R. Busciolano     R. Mazza  

S. Colabufo     M. Nofi 

S. Jones       G. Proios 

D. Paquette     A. Rapiejko  

K. Roberts     S. Terracciano 

W. Spitz     K. Willis     

                 

 

1. The minutes of the last meeting (4 June) had been sent earlier.  Additional copies 

were distributed.  There were no comments at this time.  

 

2. The US Army Corps of Engineers will be having a meeting with technical people 

from the Town, the USGS, the SCWA and others to review the flooding situation at 

Ronkonkoma.  The USGS will be facilitating continued study of the problem which 

was acerbated in 2005 when the water table rose due to record rainfall.  Part of the 

study will involve the use of boreholes to delineate the Smithtown clay layer and 

geophysical data to determine the thickness of sediment in the lake.  Both the SCWA 

and the USGS independently have used GIS to find areas where the surface elevation 

intercepts the water table; the results are identical indicating the quality and 

standardization of the data.   

 

There are likely to be issues raised concerning the allowable distance required 

between the cesspool and the water table which is now two feet, although there may 

also be “takings” issues if new restrictions make development of private land 

impossible.     

 

Pumping of surface water is a “super-recharge” to the lake which may be raising lake 

levels by three feet or so.  Lowering streambeds will not improve conditions in the 

lake and will only affect properties right along the stream.  There are many other 

places, especially along the south shore where flooding is a recurring problem.  Some 

effort at public education is warranted since the routine use of sump-pumps always 

raises questions concerning allowable discharges.  

    

3. Doug Paquette had supplied us with a website of the FedCenter Daily newsletter 

dealing with perchlorate (DoD Policy and Handbook).  This includes more than a 
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dozen links to the latest guidance, regulations and policy as well as “lessons learned”.  

Obviously this is still a very active issue in DoD and EPA.  Some responses to this 

problem, especially in the southwestern US, seem to by-pass drinking water 

protocols, and any accommodations made on the national level will probably have 

repercussions on Long Island where there are a multiplicity of low-level sources.  

 

4. The Power Point Groundwater Symposium (6 June 2007) are posted on the LIGRI 

web site on PDF files http://www.msrc.sunysb.edu/inst_fac/LIGWS.html.  The next 

Pine Barrens Research Forum will be held on Thursday, 11 October at BNL 

http://pb.state.ny.us/research/2007_agenda.pdf.  It focuses on water related issues and 

will include a field trip along the Carmens River on Friday (12 October).  A draft 

final agenda was distributed.  

 

5. Jennie Munster is completing her PhD dissertation on perchlorate.  She intends to 

present her results at the American Geophysical Union meeting in San Francisco in 

December.  There is to be a special session on perchlorate.  

 

6. Mark Benotti, our expert on pharmaceuticals, has left the USGS to take a post-

doctoral position with the Las Vegas Valley Water District (River Mountain Water 

Treatment Facility).  The Southern Nevada Water Authority web site is an especially 

good one and worth looking at.  The address is SNWA.org. 

 

7. Soma Das and Xuan (Sunny) Xu have both graduated with their Master’s degrees.  

Both have worked with the lysimeters on our project to study nitrate and lawn 

maintenance.  Soma is working for Arcadis and Sunny, for Hydrotech 

Environmental.   

 

8. The National Weather Service has released data from the next generation Weather 

Radar System, NEXRAD.  We have a student, Lisha Zhou, learning this system.  She 

recently visited the University of Texas at San Antonio which has a special 

laboratory for this work.  She hopes to use these data to examine micro-climates, 

recharge distribution, and design storms on Long Island.   

 

9. We have a new student, Kaitlin Young, working with the lysimeters to continue the 

study of nitrate and lawn maintenance. 

   

10. Dick Amper and the Pine Barrens Society have asked the question concerning 

potential groundwater contamination from composting facilities.  There has been 

little research on the potential contamination of groundwater from such facilities and, 

at this stage, the question is academic.  There is apparently some concern over 

composting being decentralized onto private agricultural land.  A solid-waste 

management permit is only needed over a certain threshold.   

 

In Manorville, the Town of Brookhaven has a 33-acre facility with two sets of three 

monitoring wells and an addition USGS set about one-half mile away.  The site, 

however, is complicated with other sources of contaminants, such as duck wastes and 

cesspool waste from thirty or forty years ago.  Runoff from these sites is to be 

regulated but groundwater monitoring is not done routinely.  Odors have been the 

dominant issue but can be controlled with proper management.  One facility in 

Garden City composts mostly leaves with a DEC permit.  Compost product is 

marketed locally by the LI Compost Company.  

http://www.msrc.sunysb.edu/inst_fac/LIGWS.html
http://pb.state.ny.us/research/2007_agenda.pdf
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11. A discussion on the use of the Lloyd Aquifer in Northport is expected soon but the 

statutory deadline has already passed.  The ALJ’s draft recommendation has been 

distributed by the DEC Commissioner’s office for comments.  This will be the first 

time there will be qualifying language (“dicta”) on the Lloyd moratorium, so the 

discussion will be a precedent-setting one.  A decision may be issued by a deputy 

commissioner.   

 

12. We are moving ahead with a summer course at Stony Brook Southampton on field 

methods in hydrogeology.  In addition, we will look into using the Southampton 

Campus SCWA pumping station as one of our educational resource. 

 

13. There continues to be a great deal of interest in public education.  BNL had a display 

at Earth Day, in Hecksher Park that attracted a great deal of interest, as always.  

Given the elementary nature of the questions by visitors there is still a great deal of 

misconception out there, like the idea that the aquifer is like a huge swimming pool 

of water, or the underground rivers from Connecticut.  The Time Beacon Record will 

have a four-page, color supplement, “Pipeline to Purity”, provided by the SCWA.  

The Water Authority now has two educators making presentations in schools and the 

Pine Barrens Society will have an additional person.  LIGRI still offers some 

additional sessions to schools in Nassau County as opportunity arises.     

 

14. Public education on bottled water was discussed.  Cost is always emphasized but a 

bigger issue in the public mind seems to be the generation of plastic waste.  There 

may be a bill requiring deposits on water bottles and we might consider a “carbon 

credit” for not using bottled water.   

 

15. The EPA has online now the results of a six-year effort to provide electronic formats 

for data including geology and geophysical logs from monitoring wells.  In NJ some 

2000 state sites have now been incorporated into the EPA data base and a pilot 

program is underway in NY whereby monitoring wells at all superfund sites will be 

given a NYS ID.  These would be reviewed by EPA and their status updated every 

five years.   

 

16. There is a NYS-DOS RFP out for a study of dredging in Great South Bay.  Part of 

this included a review of groundwater contamination as it might affect the 

contamination of sediments.  This latest search for information again brings up the 

desirability of a clearinghouse.  LIGRI is still interested in such an effort, if a 

mechanism can be found to implement it.   

 

17. Our next meeting is scheduled for October 15 in the offices of Dvirka and Bartilucci 

in Woodbury.  
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