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Jericho High School ranked at
the top nationally yesterday in
the country’s oldest student re-
search competition, and Long Is-
land as a region produced a total
of 58 first-round prizewinners.

Students are vying for dou-
ble the money this year in the
renamed Regeneron Science
Talent Search. The contest,
founded in 1942, formerly was
funded by Intel, the California-
based computer-chip manufac-
turer, and before that by West-
inghouse Corp.

The new sponsor, Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals Inc., based in
WestchesterCounty, has boosted
the competition’s annual awards
to $3.1 million, including a
$250,000 top prize. First-round
winners, known as scholars, get
$2,000 each with a matching
amount for their schools.

The number of first-round
winners from Nassau and Suf-
folk counties in the 2017 compe-
tition is up from last year’s 44
— an increase of more than 30
percent. It is the Island’s best
showing since 2012, with nearly
one-fifth of the 300 regional
winners named nationwide.

Jericho High School, a peren-
nial contender, produced nine
scholars — one of only three
schools in the country to achieve
that number. The other two are
Montgomery Blair High School,
a public school in Silver Spring,
Maryland, and The Harker
School, a private academy in San
Jose, California.

TheBronxHigh School of Sci-
ence, an academic powerhouse
for more than 70 years, ranked
fourth in the contest, with seven
scholars.

At Jericho High, students
hugged each other yesterday
morning as they saw their names
pop up on a competition web-
site. Elation grew as students
and teachers returned to their
laptops to check on results for
other schools across the nation.

“Our school is just extraordi-
nary,” said Grace Hu, 17, one of
the scholars. Her project, con-
ducted largely at Stony Brook
University, centered on the use
of ultratinynanoparticles in treat-
ing cancerous tumors.

“Mind-blowing!” said Serena
McCalla, the district’s coordina-
tor of science research, who
holds a doctoral degree with a
concentration in genetics and
photosynthesis. “It’s pretty amaz-
ing that we stand out among the
best and the brightest in the na-
tion when we’re a small public
high school with one science re-

search teacher.”
Jericho High enrolls 1,096 stu-

dents in grades nine through 12;
Bronx Science has more than
3,000.

In addition to Jericho, the
Great Neck district produced
seven scholars, Port Washing-
ton, six, and Herricks, five. The
Bellmore-Merrick, Smithtown,
Syosset and Three Village dis-
tricts had four scholars each.

Oneparochial school on the Is-
land has a 2017 scholar: Chris
Koch, 17, a senior at St. Anthony’s
High School in South Hunting-
ton, took honors for research re-
volving around interactions be-
tween light and matter in the
presenceof amagnet.Koch is en-
rolled in the school’s Science
Scholars program, which com-
bines four years of college-level
science courses with advanced
research.

“It’s really taking off,” Koch
said of the program.

Forty of the 300 first-round
winnerswill benamedcontest fi-
nalists later this month. Finalists
qualify for all-expense-paid trips
to Washington, D.C., in mid-
March, where they vie for top
awards.

New York, as usual, was far
and away the most successful
state, with a total of 934 student
entrants, of whom 98 were
named scholars. California was
second with 104 entrants and 40
scholars, and Maryland third
with 92 entrants and 22 scholars.

The range of interests among
the students was exemplified by
projects submitted from the Is-
land.

Abbigayle Cuomo, a Com-
mack High School senior, re-
searched tropical cyclone tracks
in the Atlantic. Nestor

Tkachenko of Ward Melville
High School in Setauket looked
into the potential for flying auto-
mobiles. Michael Nachman of
Paul D. SchreiberHigh School in
PortWashington analyzed presi-
dential primaries as predictors
of general election results.

Cuomo, who has worked on
her weather-related project
since the spring, said her interest
was piqued by the destruction
wrought by superstormSandy in
2012. Like most of the scholars,
the 17-year-old juggled research
with a challenging academic
schedule, which in her case this
year consisted entirely of col-
lege-level InternationalBaccalau-
reate courses.

“It was kind of intense,” she
said.

Cuomo conductedmost of her
labwork at Stony Brook Univer-
sity, where she was mentored by
Brian Colle, a professor of atmo-
spheric science. Colle also ad-
vised Regeneron scholar Ben
Rhee, a senior at Syosset High
School.

“They’re always a joy to work
with,” said Colle, who has men-
tored high school students over
the past 10 years.

Stony Brook officials reported
yesterday that faculty helped
train 21 students named Regen-
eron scholars, including 15 from
the Island. The campus sponsors
summer sessions that attract
teenage researchers nationwide.
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Nine Jericho High School seniors were named first-round winners. ] Video: newsday.com/education
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58 HS students win 1st-round prizes in science contest
2017 CONTEST

Search the work
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