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REMEMBERING DR. BOUDEWIJN H. BRINKHUIS (1946-1989) : 

A STUDENT'S PERSPECTIVE By Frances T. Costa 

DR. BOUDEWIJN H. BRINKHUIS 

I have very fond memories of my 
graduate advisor, Dr.' Boudewijn 
(" Bud") Brinkhuis . A phycologist 
and scuba diver, he was known as the 
"algae man" of Stony Brook Universi­
ty 's Marine Sciences Research Center. 

He had two loves in his academic 
life, seaweeds and students, and he 
combined the two throughout his ca­
reer. Dr. Brinkhuis enjoyed research­
ing macroalgae and advising graduate 
students on their thesis projects. 
There's a lot to be said about a profes­
sor who wiJI spend unlimited hours dis­
cussing and exchanging ideas. In his 
13 years at SUNY Stony Brook, this 
particular professor always found time 
in his busy schedule for his students. 
He sponsored students who completed 
16 master's degrees and 3 Ph.D. pro­
grams. Dr. Brinkhuis possessed a 

The Algae Man - our man down under. 

very relaxed, down-to-earth manner 
that made students feel at ease. Stu­
dents under his supervision strived to 
succeed; he brought out their strong 
points and best qualities. 

Dr. Bri,nkhuis' other interests included 
traveling, international affairs and aqua­
culture. He was invited to universities in 
China and Korea many times to study 
seaweed aquaculture. He also helped 
establish a research facility in Ense­
nada, Mexico, and started a foreign stu­
dent exchange program. 

His scientific research has covered a 
broad range. He initially studied the 
primary productivity of salt marsh plants 
and heavy metal cycling of eelgrass. 
Through the Marine Biomass Program, 
which was sponsored by New York Sea 
Grant Institute, New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority, 
and the Gas Research Institute (Chica­
go) , he studied the potential for 
seaweed as a source of energy. He was 
also a New York Sea Grant Professor 
for three years. More recently, he 
studied the physiology of seaweeds, par­
ticularly Laminaria saccharina . He was 
also interested in the genetics and mor­
phology of macroalgae. ' 

Dr. Brinkhuis has made a tremendous 
impact on my life as well as the lives of 
many others. He introduced me to the 
dynamic microscopic world of Lamina­
ria saccharina. He also restored my 
faith in student-professor relationships 
at a very delicate time in my education. 
He will be missed by his students, col­
leagues, family and friends. 

The following is a partial list of Dr. 
Brinkhuis' recent publications resulting 
from work that was funded by the New 
York Sea Grant Institute. 

A rough day at the office. 
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Dr. Bud Brinklntis died unexpectedly this 
past July. 

Fran Costa was a graduate student at 
Stony Brook's Marine Sciences Research 
Center from 1987-1989. She is currently 
working for Cosper Enl'ironmental Ser­
vices, where she is doing research on the 
red seaweed Champia parvula. Bud's 
memory will remain with us. 


